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. UNCLASSIFIED GECRET
AVGAZ-C 1 lovember 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Nuarterly l'eriod Iinding 31 October 1967,
Reports Control 3ymbol CSFOR=65 (U)

b. Nowmal 3-1 activities have been conducted dwring the period
1 nugust 1967 through 31 Yctober 1967,

¢. Dlersonnel strength of the comuand on 31 October 1967 was:

M FTO'E uU'l‘;!x XTOE %NDIB{H n.gsx%m |
Headquarters Btry 19 1' 146 +1 41 43, 12 1 U6
» Eattery 3 0 1o +1 +21 L 122
E Battery 3 0 1o +1 +21 b il
C Pattery 3 0 1o +1 +21 4 19
Service Battery 3 3 68 +11 3 2 67
Totals 3 4 544 +4 +1 +108 27 3 565
d., Fersonnel changes during this quarter include:
(1)GAINS: OFF W0 B (2)L0s3Z5: OFF WO B
1 2 189 15 1 238

(3)A personnel infusion program with the lst Lattalion, 27th artillery, 23d
Group was completed on 20 Gctober 1967. 24 personnel of assorted enlisted
MO35s and grades were infused,

e, Casualties included:

TIPE MRER

Killed in Action
Wounded in iction
Missing in aAction
Non-Lattle Dead
Non~Battle Casualties

0OO0O0O0O0

£. awards and Decorations presented to members of this command
included:

I

3ilver 3tar

Legion of Merit

Dronge 3tar (Valor)

Bronge 3tar (Merit)

Air Medal (Merit)

a1y Medal (Oak Leaf Cluster)
Soldiers Medal o
Comnendation Medal &vu.or; :
Oemmendation Medal (Merit s
Murple Heart

:
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g CONFIDENTIAL SECE =]
pR=0; 1 November 1967

SURJCT:  Operctional ileport for Quarterly l'eriod Unding 3. Uctober 1967,
Reports Control Jdymbol C3F it-55 (U)

Note: In wddition Lo thoese aworpds, 16 recomiznd-dions for awards have
been submitted ~l ~ro pending aprroval by UsaaV,

§. Judicial ani nen-judicial sctions by units inecluded:

SUrLwhRY St ACIAL GEN3L.L
lisadruarters Lattery 0 0 2 0
s bethory IN ¢ 1l 0
T Rattery 5 0 L 0
£ Fattery 7 C 3 0
jervice Dattery 1l 1l 0 C
Totals 17 1l 10 ¢

h, lertinent medicnl service stotisties ineclude:

Total patient visits (unit personnel) ¢10
admitted to hospital
Svacuated within the country
Ivacuated out of country
Malaria Cases

G OCo

i. ievortable accidents included:

UNIT VEHICLE AIRCRAFT PERIONNEL
Headquarters Fattery 1l 0 1
~ Dattery 0 0 e
b Cattery 2 c 2
C ratiery 1 e 1
Service Eattery 1 0 ¢
Totals 5 C 4

2, (C) Intelligence:
a. (U) Sources available to this battalion are a3 follows:

(1) (C) MACV Binh Tuy Sector and 18th AliVN is contacted
on a laily basis by b Eattoery, ist LCattalion, £€3d artillery, Ham Tan,

=1
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f.' COonEpEnn SECRoT oo

UG 1 November 1967
APddif's Uperational Report for Quarterly leriod finding 31 October 1967,
iteports Control Uymbol Ci3F=65 (U)

(2) (C) ¥.CY Phuoe Tuy .ector conduct intelligence
seinte of all US agencics ond cemmands operating in this vrovines each
wonday,

(3) (C) Intelligencc briefings are witended dzily at
LATF, In addition, intelligence semirnicvs conducted Tuesdays and Fridays
ty 1iTF Intelligence Oificer,

(4) (U) Vit's made daily to this HG,

b, (U) Zxchangze of iuf :rmziion is mede on a versonal cxehange
c. (U) Supplementing the above information this HQ receives
from L.TF on a daily basis or perlodins basis:

(1) OP Urders

(2) CU Daily sitrep

(3) Frag Intsum

(4) OF study

(5) FOW itepcrts

(6) Fatrol I'lans

(7) TGT List

(8) Fasswords and Toint of Orgin

(9) Troop Information

de (U) Information ottained atove is integrated with infor-
mat.ion(ric/:eived from IIFFV and 54th .rtillery Group Headquarters
S
3 Treining:

a. On the job and individual cross training continues in all
units of tne battalion,

b. +1l individual rerlaccusrts received a 19 hour training
aroprron within 7 days of arrival in the ‘wit,

¢. 4 total of three enlisted men have received 8 inch nuclear
warhaad asscubly refresher training durin: the rerarted yeriod at HQ, 8th
US l\m, I\TO 963('10

d. .. total of 2 officers aasl 5 enlisted nen attended a F.DiC
conputer courde ﬁonducted by the 54th .rtillery Group 5=9 Sertenber 1967,
The M=18 fire direeticn cuwputcrq were issnued to tha battalicn at the con-

clusion the P*que_
"‘ﬂ'\r\
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CORFHENTAL

= Om Telal
nVGnZ—C S m T NC“HORN 1 Novenber 19(’7
Uperationn

SUBJIEC *“vroJL ror Juar erly l'erind Bnding 31 Cctober 19(7,
derurts Conbrol symbol Cl3Fuie-d5 U)

G, A Seminar wes held ot this tovd- acbers te disecuss Uhe nethods
of the cleerver finding Bis locution iy wsing artillery fire, Furward
Chservel froa nll batteries silbonded, .

L. (C) Orerations:

a, lormal operations, consisiant with the battalien nmission were
conlucted Jduring the reported period,

b, Cporcation Lallarat (4 throush 16 august) lattery o supported the
1st .ustralian Task Force in = search and destroy oreraticn in an zrea
northeast of Nui Nghe.frum vie. YS423656, 943 rounds were fired Ly this
unit luring the operation,

¢co Operaticn atherten (16 throuzh 23 ..uzust) lattery . sujorted
tac 1st .australian Task Force in a search and destroy mission., 879 rounds
were fired by this unit during this operation,

d, Operation .inslie (1 thrcoueh 21 3erterber) Lattery . supyorted
the 1st australian Task Force in a search and destroy mission ncrth of
the 1LiTF's yosition in an area arcund Route 2 in the vicinity of their
resettlcment yroject., 1448 rounds3 were fired in surport of this oreration.

e. OUreration Nuicksilver III (13 through 2¢ 3eptember) Dattery C
surrorted the 13th ~HVN Division in a search and destroy mission ep: roxi-
nately 14,CCC neters southeast of Chua Chan moutain, &£rom wvic YT631084,
L total of 289 rounds were fired b this unit during the orerztion,

f. Oprerztion Xenrore (3C Sertertter through 13 October) rattery ..
surported the lst australian Task Force in a search cnl destroy mission
in the vicinity of Xuyen Moc, 764 rounds were fired in suj- ort of this
oreration,

2, artillery laid (7 Uctober) Datiery C moved to the 1lth armored
Cavalry b2se canp at Blackhcrse for 24 hiurs, During this reriod, Lat-
tery C alcnr with Tattery & and othor artillery units seturzted an area
aprroximately 16,00 square meters in the vicinity of Thua Tich, The VC
DLLS5th Listtalion was suspected to be in this area, The saturaticn attack
was accony lished by jreplanned H & I firss in coordin:tion with 2 €S air
drop by IT Field Force. 29¢ rounls were fired in suprort £ this oreration.

h, Oreration Thaer (21 Uetober 1967) Lattery & sujportel laria
Sector HQ in o search and destroy nmission in the I'huoc Tuy I'rovince., 78
rcunds were fired in suprort of this ojeration,

i, The following nunber of nissions were fired with total =nounts
of ansuniticn listed below'

SLC: \.1_ NOFORN
mm Livers. 6338
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CONFIDEN 1AL
VG 2C 1 Novenber 1967

SULJECT: Operational ierort for Musstorly Period fnding 31 uclober 1967,
itayorts Control Symbol CIFGR-£4 (1)

UNIT ° NUMIE: OF M!ToM: RIRED AMMUNITION EX)ENDED
0 TS g" 175w
tattery.A 24,20 2004 LS 4820
fattery I 2099 1241 a3 3282
lattery C 1576 1,16 2L3C 2656
Total 697 5941 1L 10764
5e 1 Loiisticss

a, Juring the ruiortel jericd no imajor rrotlens arcse with the
excortion of resup ly tc rattery ! (located at Ham Tan)., rResuply has
Leen offectel te Hua Tan by a2ir and water transjortaticn froa Vung Tau,

(1) ltesupyly ty .ir: Availability of jrojer airera®t h-s
Leen irregular, Damase to the asphalt surfice, czused by heavily l-oden
C-13C airerzft, has been noted at the airstriy (23 929841).

(2) Hesupily by Water: ILCV and barge resurply of Lettery L
h2s not teen suce2ssful, Lecause the tattery encountered difficulties when
vehicles are required to ford the inlet separating the off loading :roint
on the sandbar and the mainland., The sandy bottom of the inlet doas nct
support heavy wvehicles, .

t. lecintenance survort is continuing to inyrove, hovever some
srotlen areas 3till exist, The major rrcblens encountered here are
locating and cttaining critically necled reyair parts, Intensive ccusand
attention has teen initiated to resolve this rroblem,

(. (C) Comaunications: . continuing: effort is beins nade to improve
our corrmunications with Lottory T which is 4( miles from the latt=lion,
4 plan to imrlement VHF with MRC 69 or MRC 54 "3hots" is now unier way,
additional VHF is reouired for this unit to have tetter cormunications,

CONFIDENTIA;
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AVGAZ=C 1 November 1967
SUEJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Feriod Ending 31 October 19¢7,
Roports Control 3ymbol CSFOR-65 (U)

S8CTION 11
PaRT I, ODJSRVATIONS

1, DPersonnel and administation

None
2, Intelligence

None
3. Training and Organization

None
4., Operations:
(Q) 4, Item: Forward Air Controllers,

(1) Discussion: Forward air Controllers are unaware that
the cannon battery FOC uses a mathematical solution in arriving at firing
data to bring effective fire on destruction fire missions once the adjust-
ment phase is completed and FFE is requested, Usually the FDC has to
interprat the Forward Air Contrcller'!s small corrections for range and de-
flection in the FFE in order to arrive at sensings nceded to refine firing
data, GCenerally Forward iir Controllcrs feel they can, by moving around.
with normal area fire procedures, destroy a target without using the accepted
destruction techniques,

(2) Observation: Forward Air Controllers should be thoroughly
scquainted with destruction fire techniques in order to bring effective fire
on herd targets withour wasting amunition.

b. Item: Lifting equipment/recovery vshicle equipment,

(1) Discussion: 3eparate battery operations (e.g. Battery B
at Hem Tan and Eattery C'at Yuan Logare isolated and causes ineffective
battalion support in the form of a wrecker, fork 1ift or recovery vehicle
need, Current operations are possible only due to vehicles borrowed from
nearby or attached units. However, there is no quarantee of availability
of these vehicles,

(2) Observation: The separated batteries need organically
zssigned fork 1ift (10,000 pound capacity) and one 5 ton wrecker or,
rreforrably, one tracked recovery vehicle in order to insure proper opera-
tionzl capability,

7
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. [}CDASSiiE>- CONFIDENTIAL

© AVGAZ=C 1 November 1967
JLJECT: Operationel deport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 19(7,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR=65 (U),

¢, Item: Firing the 175mm gun at quadrants less than 100,

(1) Discussion: ‘hen the 175mm pun is fired ut low quadrants
(under 10C) the recoil causes the tube to rise anywhere from 100 to 4CO
nils from the fired QE, depending on which charge is fired,

(2) Observation: 4 possible safety hazard exists if the 175mm
un is fired at quadrants less than 100 mils, Excessive strein is placed
on the mechanical and hydraulic.elevating systems of the weapon., This
strain would most likely shorten the iife of these parts and pogsibly cause
co..plete breakdown.

SECTION II
PanT II, RECOMMENDLTIONS
1. Personnel and .idainistration:
None
2, Intelligzence
Nons
3. Troin® -~ and Owmanizotions
Nore
(C) L. Op:r=tions:
a. That air Force forward air controllers be given detailed

instructions in the techniques of firing destruction missions using cannon
artillery,

b. That separated batteries (B & C) be issued one fork 1lift (10,000
pounds capocity) and one track recovery vehicle,

c. That firing of the 175mm gun be prohitited under s 100 QE for
reascns of safety and exnassive strain on the elevating mechznism,

7
CIZ"N W. MILLION

LiC, arti leiy
Coruzand ing

g
CONFIDENIIAL  HNGLASSIEIFD
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AVGA=C (1 lov €7) 1st Ind
SUBJiCTs  Operatiocnal Keport for Cuarterly Period inding 31 Uctoter 19¢7,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOUR=(S5, (VIC) WFTITI %

HEADQUAKTERS, S54TH ANTILLEKY GHOUF, APV 96376 29 lov 67
THRU: Commanding General, 1l Field Force Vietnam Artillery, ATTNs AVZieliC,
‘PO 96266
Comnanding Ceneral, United States Armmy Vietnam, ATINS AVIGC=DH,
APG 96375
Comrmanding Ceneral, United States Army Pacifie, ATTN: GiCF=(T,
AFO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develupment, Department of the /imy,
AT'Ns ACSFOR, DA, vashington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly report submitted by 1st bn, 83d Artillery is
considered adeqwnte,

2, (C) Heference Section II, Part I, para 4a, Forward air Controllers
(FAC). The 54th Artillery Group concurs with the need for PAC's to be
acquiinted with destruction missions by camnon artillery. FiC's receiwe ine
struction on Artillery Adjustment in their training school. Upon arriving
in country, FAC's are checked out by American Advicors in the procedures of
Artillery Adjustment. Additional instruction is given whensver necessary.

3. (C) Reference Section Il, Fart I, para 4b, Liftint Zouipment/sie=
covery Vehicle Equipment. The 5ith Artillery Croup concws with the need
of one track recovery vehicle for each separate heavy artillery batter;.
In October 1967, MNTUE's were submitted containing a }57€ Hecovery Vehicle
for each battery,

Le (C) Hheference Section II, Part I, para Le, Firing the 1753 Gun
at uadrants of 100 )ils or Less. According to the Technical lepresentative
from the US Army Veapons Command to the 54th Artillery Group, tie excessive
Jump is caused basi for two reasons: (1) Improper adjustment of the
equilibrators and/or (2) The wearing out of the slip clutch and elevating
torque locks. Production models are now being manufactured with redesigned
stainless steel slip clutches, torque locks, elevating and tmversing plan-
etary geer carriers, and elevating drive columns., He further states that
the kits are now in country for the old models. The hLeavy artillery units
of the Group have been programmed to have these NiO's put on Ly the 29th
Maintenance Group.




AVOA=C (1 Nov 67) st Ind 29 Nov (7
SUBJECTs Operational Report for Guarterly Period Ending 31 October 1907,
Reporto Control Symbol CSFOR=65, (VIC) WFTJTTOA

5. (C) HReference Section 1I, the 5ith Artillery Group concurs With
all recommendations of the lst Ba, 83d Artillery, except para 4L, Approwl
of MTOE change to authorize a K578 Vehicle, Track Recovery per lLeavy
battery will provide sufficient 1ift capability fo: separate batteries.

Colonel, Artillery
Commanding

2801697

10

M s . M o il S L T g 6 RS S S Al i M W s S L =




. SECRETnororw
< SPECIAL HANDING REQUIRED
NOT RELEASABLE 10 r-'om:u%m NATION, ' &

AVFd=FAC (1 Lov 67) 2nd Iud »
DUSJLYs Operational Lleport - kessons Learned (U)

Jay dendquartersy 1l fleld lorce Vietnw. arvillery, aPu 90200 18§ DEC 1967

D:AWs Commmniing General, Il IMleld Force Vietnaum, a0 Yu2uu
Cowaaunding ueneral, United Stutes aruy Vietnuk, Al/ng AVHW=DA,

=B Dol ot

a0 96375
Counuder=-In=Cuiet, uuited tates arwy racific, Wiz GPur=0l, |
APO Yohu ]
1o Assistant Chief of oturf for Force Luvelopuent, Jepurtment of the i

Aruy, Jasudngton, 9. Co 20310

1. (U) “he quartexly report of thne 1st Battalion, ujsrd artillery
(VICs Wa1190) adeguately roeflects the operations wnd lessons learned
during tne reporting period,

2. (¢) section iII, Part II, paragraph 4a. Concwr. any action to
iuprove the avility of the Forward Air Controller to place effective ar-
tillery fire on the eneny should be encouraped. This headyuarters pro-
poses to coordinatve wivh headquurters, Tth Air Force in detecuining actions
that can ve taken to improve tne eflectiveness of artillery fire controlled
by the Forvard air Controller.

5, (¢) section I1I, Purt II, paragraph 4b. scnconcur. 4 fork 1lift
has veen provided B/1/83rd Artillery for its use. & fork 1lift for C/1/83rd
arvillery located at fuan loc, is not considered necessary. LThe #ll0x sub-
nitted in October 1967 requested an 1578, Vehicle, Track, Recovery, be
issued to each heavy battery. This )OS has been approved by Da and i€
scheduled to be iwplemented by June 1966,

o (C) sSection II, Part II, paragraph 4c. ilonconcur with recoumen-
dation to prohivit firing below 100 mil Qs. ‘ecimical Representatvives
from the Us Army Weapons Coummand have stated that if proper adjustwents
are applied on the 175um gun, the excessive jump problew should nov occur.
Tne aruy Jeapons Coumand has placed no resuvriction on firing oclow 100 wmil
<B. Installation of the IO as explained in paragraph 4, 1st Indorsement,
siould correct this problern. .

RAYHOWD Po 1VEG:

Brigadier General§ UsSA

N ““SPECIAL HANDING REQUIRED Comnanding [
OT RELEASABLE TG FUAEIGN NATIONALS 8281
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, SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
SEC Rb€1'.|nuLt:A5AnLn-: 10 FORLIGN NATIONALS

AVFBC-RE-H (1 Nov 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report-lessons Learned for Quarterly Period knding
31 October 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (UIC-WLFU T0) (U

DA HQ IT FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 £4 DEC 1967
THRUs Commanding Ceneral, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs. AVHGC-DH, APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GFOP-OT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Arny, Washingston, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This command has reviewed the attached report and concurs with
the comments and recommendations with the following exceptionss

P 4y Classification of para 3 ¢ Training. The nature of the
training mentioned in para 3 ¢ of the basic document is not in itself
classified. However, the fact that personnel in this command are re-
oceiving out-of-country training in this subject warrants a SiCRET-NOFORN
classification.

Section I, p 1, para 1, Classify CONFIDENTIAL because of strength
figures.

Section I, p 6, para 5, Classify CONFIDENTIAL because it dis-
cusses specific logistical problems.

Section I, p 6, para 6, Nonconcur. No requirement now exists
for additional VHP equipment for B/1/83d Arty. Amy Area circuitry will
be providing communications for this unit.

Section I1, Part I, p 7, para 4, Classify CONFIDENTIAL because
specific wecknesses in systems and techniques are revealed.

Section II, Part II, para 4, Classify CONFIDENTIAL for reasons
cited in ¢ above.

FOR THE COMMANDERs

4 ."‘U—L,L)‘._/éé.___“
1 Incl R B
as cr, um )
Asst A0 8. /817 -6
A\v(‘-(\'7 qow 28‘)169‘7
Regraded UNCLASSIFIED SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
When Separa=d From NOT RELEASABLF, 10 FOREIGN NATIONALS

Classifie! 1, us.pes

S %33 QECRET WL/ L £
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> SECKET

AVHGC=DST (1 Nov 67) 4Lth Ind (S)
SUBJLCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR=-65 (U)

9}

HEADQUARTLERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIKTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 ¢ - J4A. 1464

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP=DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 1st
Battalion, 83d Artillery (A11A) as indorsed,

2, (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a, Reference item concerning forward air controllers, page 7, para-
graph La; page 8, paragraph 4a; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2: Concur, In
as much as the Forward Air Controllerts (FAC) primary mission is the control
of tactical air strikes, it must be realized that their capability to adjust
artillery fire will be limited, The local artillery commander should acquaint
the FAC with artillery adjustment procedures so that he becomes more respon-
sive when called upon to perform this mission,

b. Reference item concerning lifting equipment, page 7, paragraph
Lb; page 8, paragraph 4b; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 3, A check of NT(E
submitted to DA for approval does not indicate that the M578 vehicles have
been included, At the time of submission of MTOE the DA Standardization Team
disallowed the vehicle for each heavy battery, It appears that the needs of

o |

P

the battery have been met from locally available resources, which is commendable,

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting
unit through channels,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

~t. V' e =

Maler, AGC
fee; Acjutant General

cy furn:
HQ, 1I FFORCEV

Hy, 1st Bn, 83d Arty
Gd-B-c8._ 76D

63-5-6 § = %0

13 ARVG7S- 38332 .
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